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THE KERALA FOREST PRODUCE
TRANSIT RULES, 1975*

ISECT|ONS 39.40 AND ?61

S.R.O. No. 76176.- In exercise of the powers conferred by Sections 39,40 and
?6 of the Kerala Forest Act, I 96 I (4 of I 962) and in supersession of (i ) the rules published
under G.o. (P) No. 631 Agriculture (Forest B) Departmenr dated lOth June 1959, in the
Kerala Gazette No. 26, Part I dated the 30th June, 1959, and (ii) the rules published by
the former Government of Madras under G.O. MS. No. 2762/Agri. dated the 26th
November 1955, as in force in the Malabar District referred to in sub-section (2) of
Section 5 of the States Reorganisation Act, 1956 (Central Act 37 of 1956), the
Government of Kerala hereby make the following rules, namely:

l. Short title and commencement- (l) These rules may be called the Kerala
Forest Produce Transit Rules, 1975.

(2) They shall come into force at once.

2. Definitions.- In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,

(a) "Act" means The Kerala Forest Act, 196l (4 of 1962);

(b) "Form" means a Form appended to these rules.

r[(c) "forest produce in transit" includes'forest produce' as defined in sub-clause
(0, .timber'as defined in sub-clause (k), and 'tree'as defined in sub-clause (l) ofSection

2 of the Act found on or on the margin of any public road, whether loaded in carts or other

vehicles or not and forest produce found in any river or stream whether tied into rafts or not.]

3. Import, export and transport of timber end other forest produce.- ( I )

No. person shall:-

(i) import timber or other forcst produce into the State; or

(ii) export timber or other forest produce from the State: or

(iii) transport timber or other forest produce by land' by rail or by u'ater in an1, part

of the State, unless such timber or othel forcst producc is accompanicd by a pass required

fy ttres" rules, and unless the timtrer is slampcd bt' a GoYemnrenl stamp or a stamp

registered as laid down in Rulc I l'

r Rules publrshed undcr Ntttt i.larior No. G.O (p)'1.19/?5,A1) dr. :l-l I-15 in K.G. No. .t dated l0-

I - r976.

irt*"i O, Notification (; O (P) No llll(TtirAD .rs S'R 0 No (r{?j?6
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r[1]'t Gorcmnrer]t nlay by notificarion in thc Gazettc cxcmpt any spccies of trces or

&o\ s11.11 nirhin thc State fronr rhc opcration ol'sub-rule (l) for the pupose of giving

ln\'('!1ti\ r' ft\ qrr)\\ trl.r.S On prir':rte landS.]

:[(a) .{nt pe,ruon desiring to export timtrcr or other forest produce outside India

shrll trbrain a clearancc order in-Form No. Il from the Divisional Forest Officer, orAssi.

stanl Conien atc'rr of Foresrs haying jurisdiction over thc area. For this purpose he shall

Pul in an application in Form No. i. ar least l4 days before the proposed datc ofexport

to the Di\isional Forest Officer or Assistant Conseryator of Forests' as the case may be .

(b) On receipt of an application under clause (a), the Divisional Forest Officer.

or Assistant Consen-ator of Foiests, as the case may be, shall issue a clearance order in

Form No.II to the applicant after satisfuing himself of the genuineness of the produce

intended for export].

(c) The Divisional Forest Officer or Assistant Conservator of Forests shall retum

the original records received along with the application under clause (a) to the partl

concemed after making necessary endorsement thereon, to the effect that such and such

logs or produce have been cleared for export.

EDITOR'S NOI'E

Under Rule 3 a percon is entitled to transport timber only if hc has obtained a pass

I issued under the Rules. R. 23 deals with the penalty for the contraventions.

CASE NOTES

The ler.1 of rrznsrr lec under rule 5 of the U.P. Transit of Timbcr and other foresl producc

i Rules, 1978 is only regulatory. The questron of quid pro quo is necessary when a l'ec ts

I #"*".f . lt is tnetl esraUtiihed thar for erery fee quid pro quo is not necessary. Thc ransit

to},"" r.[uWary, rr is n.t necessarl,to establish thc l-actum of rendering service. Thus then

;;;;;; of aieuy oitransitory tee being invalidated on the ground that quid pro quo has

;;;;, cstablishcd lstcte of l!.P. Vs' Sitapur Pockinl; Wood Supptien; {2004 I SCC 566l

ln a czse of tansyna af trxrk poles which are f'ound to k nol the property of'lhe Govcrnnteltl

withtrut anY ;xrmir it has been held that an order of confiscation of lorry cannot be Passei for

*p violation of the Rules lBhargawn l/s. D.liO. 1994 (I) I{I.T 29 : t993 tCO 22251

I

4, Form and ilisltc and passes'- (l) {a) All passcs issucd by thc oflrccrs ol thc

I'( ett Dc?anmcrit, whcthcr lbr cxporl ttt placcs outsidc thc Statc or tbr transptrrl u'ithin

th.- Sralc, or Umbcrand othcr frrrcst producc shall' cxcept as proviclcd in Rulcs 5.6. ? and

Sfuinlarm lll an<! shall bc printcd in triplicate, and shall hovc oll the colutnns Iilled ult

h'i a dulY 'athtriy-<l nlll*r who shall sign antl date cach parl, hattd ovcr lhc origini rl tl thc

arp lkzrtr,*ndthe dupltcatc trr llru ollice r-ir-chat'gc ol lhc I)ivisiurror l{algc, ilt lhe cilsc ll lil\

ndkt-:lt I hi: trrplicatc attachcd to lhu htxrk :r t'orrrrtcrliril lor rcc()rtl itr his trllict:
r*,

i lr

7 Sul,;ltutwt i;r :airlrll.;tllit,r ( t ( ) (l't l''t l'{/76!Al) tlt ?4-H.?fi ai SR() Nr, (l.l7i 76

il
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(b) Expon passcs shall be printed orr rerl papcr lrrd marked ,.Lxport 
11.31, pgnnil"

and shall Lre issued by thc Divisional }.'orest Otliccrs or otlrcrr officcrs aurhoriscd in that
bchalf b1' thc chief cnnsen,aror ol I-'orcsls on pri,duetion of proof- that thc articlc
mentioned has bcen properly obtained and subjecr also to clause (iii) of rhe sub-rule (l)
of Rule 3 rvherever necessary.

(c) Passcs for timbcr and other forest produce belonging to the Govemrnent and
purchased form Govenrment land or fronr Government depot or else u,herc shall bc
printed on white paper and issued by the Range oflicer or Depot oflrcer or by any other
oflicer authorised in thal behalfby the ChiefConservaror ofForests. The validity ofthe
passes issued under this clause shall be subject to the conditions under which the sale of
the produce was effected.

(d) Passes for timber and other forest produce collected from private lands shall
be printed on yellou.paper and be marked "Private". Such passes shall be issued by the
Divisional Forest Officer or Forest Range Officer or by any other oflicer authorised in
that behalf by the Chief Conservator of Forests on application and production of proof
that the forest produce was obtained from the place mentioned in the application and

subject to such procedure as may from timc to time be prescribed by the Chief
Conservator Forests. Every applicant for a pass under this clause shall, in the case ofland
lying contiguous to a Reserved Forest or to lands at the disposal of Govemment, have

the surveyed boundaries cleared and correctly fixed or demarcated on the ground and a

declaration by the applicant to that effect shall accompany every such application.

(e) If the foresr producc is sold from a sale depot situale within the limits of a town.

it shall be enough ifthe forest produce be covered by a way permit in Form III-A in cases

where the forest produce is not intended to be conveyed beyond the limits of the torm

in which the depot is situated and is for use withil such limits'

(2) (a) Application for the issue of passes for the removal of teak. rosewood and

"Uony 
iro, private lands, shall be made to the Forest Range Offrcer having jurisdiction

ou",-th"areafromwhichsuchproduceisproposedtoberemoved.

(b) Every application for a pass for teak collected from plantations and rosewood

shall be accompani"a Uy a copy of the sanction order issued by the authorised officer

;;;;" L.*L Restriction on Cutting and Destruction of Valuable Trees Rules. 1974

and a list shorving the quantiry of timber proposed to be removed'

(c) Application for the issue of passes for teak collected from areas other than

ofunt tionr rni 
"Uony 

shall specify the villagc in rvhich the private land is situate, the

ffi;;ffi;i ,rc,rU-ai"irion numbcr. if any, and the approximate area of the land and

;;iii; ;";.,"panied by a list shou'ing the quantitv of timber pr.posed to be remo'ed.

ffi.;;;'-fuge Officer, to rvhom the application is made considers that further

il;"i-*;;ri ifi. funa are required, he may call for such infomration direct fronr thc
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cottccrttcrl i illagc ofllce| arttl th. r illage ol'f iccr slrall rurrrish rhc inlirrmati'rr callctj i,r;wilhin strcrl dlvs liottt tltt tlal: o1'rcceipt ol such rutluisitir-ur. I)r-lal on tl)c pan olrh(
Yillagc ofliccr in supplvinl such inl-orrlariorr shall lrr rcpo trl b.,, lhr Ir,1.t1 11,,,,-
0{llceL io tlrc conccnred 'l'ahsr 

ldar lor appxtpriate actiorr.

. (d) Orr rcccipt .,1'thc application undcr clausc (a) arrd in cascs wherr: funhrr
particulars have been called for under clause (c). on reccipt ofsuch particulars, the Forcsr
Range Offrcer shall pcrsonalll, inspect thc land and thc timber and if hc is salisfied rhai
the particulars fumished in the application are correct, foru,ard thc records ro rhe

Divisional Forest Officer with a certificate in the follorving form:

"Certified that the land has been inspected by me on ....., that the boundaries

thereof have been checked and verified and that the timber as per the accompanying lisr

has been collected from the area specified in the application".

(e) the Divisional Forest Officer shall, on receipt of the records from the Foresr

Range Oflicer, check the details and if satisfied that the applicant is entitled to get a pass,

issue the same and fonpard the same to the Forest Range Officer. Every pass issued shall

be valid till such date, not being a date beyond three months from the date ofissue oflthe

pass, as may be specified therein.

(f) The Forest Range Offrcer shall, within one week from the date of receipt b1-

him of the pass from the Divisional Forest Officer, stamp the timber and hand over ftt
pass to the aPPlicant.

(3) (a; Application for the issue ofpasses for transport ofsandal-u'ood from priratc

lands shall be made to the Divisional Forest Offrcer having jurisdiction over the arer

from which such produce is proposed to be removed.

(b) Every application for a pass shall be accompanied by a copy ofthe sanction

order of the authorised officer issued under sub-rule (ii) of Rule 5 of thc Keala

Restriction on Cutting and Destruction of Valuable Trees Rules 1974.

(c) On receipt of an application under clause (a) the Divisional Forest Officer slull

inspect the 
"r". 

und verifo the collections by referring each tree with reference to $c

dimensions of the corresponding pits and if he is convinced that the collections ut

genuine and the measuremenls and weights recorded are correcl, he shall gcl thL'picces

ItumpeA with the division hammer at both ends in his presence and issuc a pass lor thc

pieces as wetl as for other parts olsandalwood such as chips and dusts. i[any. liver1 psrr

issued shall be valid till such datc, not bcing a tlate beyond fourtcen days frorn thc'datr'

of issue of the pass, as may bc specified thereirr.

(4) (a) Application for the issuc ol'passes for renr.r,ing ftrrt-st pr.ducc other th:rn

teuk, 
'-.e*ood, 

sandalwood and ebony iiom privare lancl shall be made to thc' Villagc

Olliccr having jurisdiction over tt'te area fionr rvhich surlr producc is pl ogrseil t6 bc rcntt'r cij'

-/
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rIProvidcd that no pass shall bc neccssary lbr the rcrroval olthc lollowing specics

of timber. nanrely:

s? ,\o. Common Nanrc ScicntiJi<' !\'anr
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

'[9A.
10.

ll.
12.

t3.
14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

t9.
20.
21.
1)
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

31.

):.
l. Substitutcd bY SRO'

l. lnsc'rtc'd bv SRO No

Acacia
Ambaz-hanr

Anjill'
Aranamaranr
Arayal

Arecanut
Asokam
Athi
Ba&m
Cardamom
Cashew

Casurina
Chembakom
Coconut
Elavu

Elenji
Ghnaval
Gulmohar
Ith1,

Jacaranua

Jack

Jathi
KadaPlavu

Kadukka
l{an
Karingotta
KarivePPu

Kodam Puli
Konna
Koovalanr
Kunn ivaha

MahagonY
Mandaratn

No. ftoig
69-1/2001

Acacia auriculifonnis
Spondias ntangilora
Artocarpus hirsuta

Polyalthia longifolia
Ficus religiosa
Areca cathu

Saraca indica

Ficus glomerata

Terminalia catappa

Elettaria Cardamom]

Anacarina occidental

Casuarina equi setifolia
Michelia champaca

Cocos nucifera
Bombax ceiba

Mimusops elenji
Syrygin cumini
Delonix regia
Ficus gibbosa

Jacaranda mimosaeflia
Arlocarpus integrifolia
Mpistic fragrans

Artocarpus gomezianus

Terminalia chebula

Lannea coromandalica

Quassia indica

Murraya koenigil
Garcinia cambogia

Cassia fistula
Aegle marmelos
Albizzia odoratissima

Su,iete'nia macrophyla

llauhinia spccies

i,ttr't. t;-:'tq9t K.Ci. No. 4l-s dtd l6-3'911.

dki. 30-06-200'1 pub. in K.C. No- 33 dt. I ?-lt-2004.
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3l' I\larrgium Acacia Aeacia nrangiunt
l1' Mango N'langilcra indica
15 N'laninturuthu Lagcrslt oe nt ill lolsrcginac

(Neen,entek)
36' N'tanjakonna Cassia sianlea
37. Marotti Hydnocarpus pentandra

38- N{aui Ailanthus malabarica
39' Muringa Moringa pterygosperma
40. Murukku Erythina indica
41. Neem Azadirachta indica
42. Nelli Emblica officinalis
43. Nenmeni vaha Albizia lebbeck
44. Pala Alstonia scholaris
45. Peeli vaha Albezia falcatzia
46. Peltophorum Peltophorum Pterocarpum
47. Peral Ficus bengalensis
48. Perumaram Ailanthus excelsa

49. Ponthan vaha Albizia chinensis

50. Poovarasu Thespesia populnea

5l. Punna Calophylum inophyllum
52. Rain trce Samanea saman

53. Rubber Hevea braziliensis

54. Seemakonna Glyricedia maculata

55. Silk cotton trec Ceiba pentandra

56. Spathodia Spathodea companulata

57. Tamarind Tamarindus indica

58. Thanni Terminalia bellerica

59. Ungu Pongamia pinnatal
,[60. Vatta/Upputhi Macaranga Peltata

6t. Vella vaha Albizzia procera

62. Vellappine Vateria indical
,[Provided further that no pass shall be required within the limits of Taliparamba

Cannanore, Kozhikode. Tirur, Ponnani, Perinthalmanna and Ottappalanl Taluksl ponions

of T"trt lying west of Kozhikode - Cannanore road; porlions of Badagara and

Substitutcd b1 S

Added bY Kerala

RO N,r. l.ls/l(x)l dtd. l7-()l-3(rrl puh. in K Ci Nr'r. 7 dtd ll-2-l(Xll.
Foresr Producc Transil (Amendment ) Rules 1978 published in K.G. No { I darrtj

I

1

l0- 10-197S. s.R.o 9{?,7r{
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l cllichcrry Taluks lying rvcst of'Ilarlasara - -l e llichcrly roa<l: llaclaglrra alrd 
-[.tliichery

Irlunicipalitics; and irr lhc ersirvIilc Tra ylpcrrrr.-('6c lrip arca thc 1-ronrott l.r'irlg v,'cst of
Slrorrrur-l-richur Roatl and NI-l 47 upto Ansanrali: fu|.('. Road upto 1-rivandrunl l:asi I-ort
and Trivandrutn ('apu-C'onrarin Roacl upto tlic Statc irounclal'5 at Para:,-srl:r lcir tltr:
removal tlf the tinrber species narncly "Elavu. Kambli, Matti, Pala. Kanakaitha,
Arnbazharn. Thodavarn and podipari.

(b) Evcry application fora pass shall specily thc Sun'ey No., the subdivision No',
if an1', and the approximatc area of the land and shall bc accornpanied by'a list shorving
thc details of the produce such as quantity of the producc, and mcasurements of timber
proposed to be removed.

(c) On receipt of an application under clause (a) the Village Officer shall
personally inspect the land and the produce and if he is satisfied that the particulars
fumished in the application are correct, for*,ard the record to the Forest Range Officer
having jurisdiction over the area with a certificate in the following form:

"Certified that the producc as per the accompanying list has been collected from
thc areas specified in the application".

r[(d) The Forest Range Officer or any other offrcer specially authorised by the
Government in this behalf shall on receipt of the records from the Village Officer, issue
the pass in Form lll, Every pass issued, shall be valid till such date, not being a date

beyond three months from the datc of issue of the pass, rrs may be specified therein. The
timber shall be stamped with a Government halrlmer by the Forest Range Officer or by
any other officer authorised in that behalf by the Forest Range Offrcer or any other officer
specially authorised by Govemrnerrt to issue pass and that officer shall hand over the

original ofthe pass to the applicant:

Provided that in thc case of areas falling within the lirnits of villages in u'hich
Rescnc Forests are situated or in villages adjoining Reserve Forests, the Forest Range

Officer or any othcr officer specially authorised by Govcmment to issue pass shall
inspect the area and the producc and satis$ himself aboul. the genuineness of the

col-lection before the issuance of the pass. Provided further that no Govemment stamp

need be affixed on the timber of one metre and below in length and the Forest Range

Ofljcer or ny other officer specially authorised to issue pass shall hand over the original
of the pass to the applicant for removal of such timber without such stamp.]

(e) The passes issued under this sub-rule are intendcd only for transport of forest
produce u,ithin the Statc and when the producc' has to be exported, export passes should

Le obtained fronr the concerned Divisional Forest Officer on the strength of thc passes

issued undcr this sub-nrlc'

(D Every
treated as an aPP

application for extension of the period of validiry of a pass shall bc
lication for a nerv pass and shall be dealt with accordingly.

l. Substituted bY SRO No l{619ti dt. l7l2/9tl KC No. 425 dr I6--1-gti.
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(5) l{'tirc sltislncton' eoutlucl ol'thc inspcction ulrtlcr clarrsc {d)of'sub-rtr}er (2) o1

urrder.cllusl (c) ot'strh-rulc (-l)or undcr clausc (d)olsub-l{ulc {-1) involvt-s the clcaranec

ol'lhc srrrvr-r,crl lroundaries ol'thr privatc lands conccrncd. thc applicanl or his acent

shali on bcing called upcrn by' lhe inspecting ollicc.r'in u'riting. clear sttclt boundarics

and il'lrc fails to do so rvithin a reasonahlc tirnc, thc application shall he rejected.

(6) The cntirc procedurc in each case shall bc cornpletcd within one month from

thc date of rcceipt of thc application for a pass" hul if the applicant or his agcnt fails to

fulfill any of thc conditions obligatory on him s'ithin a teasonable timc, the application

shall be rejected and the applicant shall bc given an immediate intimation rejecting the

application rvith reasons therefor. lf the intimation cannot be delivered personally to

the applicant or his agent, it shall be sent to the applicant by registered post and a notice

thereof made in the concemed office records.

(7) (a) The validity of a pass issued under sub-rule (2) or sub-rule (3) may be

extended by the Divisional Forest Officer on application fiom the pass holder and on

production of the original pass with the actual removat noted on the reverse of the pass

and certified by the Foresters or Forest Guards who checked the removals at the place

of loading or at watch stations or checking stations through which they were removed.

O) Every application for extension of the period of validity of a pass issued under

sub-rule (2) or sub-rule (3) shall be made to the Forest Range Officer concemed, who

shall. after veri$ing the balancs of the Forest produce Ieft unremoved at site, submit the

same u,ith his remarks within a fortnight to the Divisional Forest Officer, who shall grant

such extensiorr * ithin a fortnight from thc date of receipt of the remarks of the I{angr-

Officer.

(c) Nothing contained in this sub-rule shall be deemed to authorise thc Divisional
Forest Offrcer to extend the period of validity of a pass issued under sub-rule (2) or sub-

rule (3) beyond six months fiom the date on which it was first issued.

(d) Every application for extension ofthe period ofvalidity ofa pass issued under

sub-rule (2) or sub-rule (3) beyond six months from the date on which it was first issued
shall be treated as an application for a new pass and shall be dealt with accordingly.

(8) Ifany application be made for the issue ofa copy ofa pass already issued on
the plca that the original was lost by mischancc or othenvise, a copy of the pass may be

issued on production of the required copying stamp papers and after inspcction and

verification of the forest produce. if necessary.

(9) Any pcrson desiring to export thc cxcepted timber which are not excepted in

t'rther Statcs. shall submit his application to thc Villagc Ofliccr having jurisdiction or r,-r

the area fronr which such tintber is proposed to be removed. Export passes in such

cases shall br' grantcd. on thc strength of the passes issue'd b1' thc Forcst Range OITicer
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under snh-tulc (4 ). bi' thc Divisionel Forcst Ofllccr lirving turisdiction ovul tlrc arca
liont u,hiclr such tirnbcr is proposcd to be rcmoved.

Explana{ion:- 'l'hc Forest Dc1;arlmcnl shall not bc held rcsponsihlc for any disputc
regarding the orvncrship of the producc for u'hich passes are issued ancl the issuc of a
Pass does not ipso.ficto confer any righr on any person regarding thc o*nership olthat
produce.

tl5. Passes for impor! export or transport.- ( l) In rhc case of tbresr produce
irnported from other states, the pass shall be in Form lV printed on red paper. Passes

issued by Officers and merchants of other States shall be honored till the consignments
covered by sucb passes reach the {irst Forest watch Station/Checking station on the route

of transport. On reaching the station, the passes shall be surrendered to the Officer in
Charge ofsuch station, who shall then issue a pass in Form IV in red paper in lieu ofthe
pass surrendered and stamp the timber with his mark before the consignment leaves his

station. The pass in Form IV (red) shall be in duplicate, the original to be handed over

to the person transporting the produce and the duplicate to be kept as counter-foil at the

watch station.

(2) In the case of timber transported to other States or from one place to another

within the State by merchan8 of othe rs who have registered their property marks' the pass

shall be in From IV printed on white papcr, the forms being obtained form the Forest

Department. Passes in Form IV (White) shall be triplicate and shall have all the columns

fitled up by the owner ofthe depot or his authorized agent. The original shall be handed

o'er to the person authorized to move the timber and the duplicate shall be scnt lo the

Divisional Forest Officer in whose jurisdiction the depot is situate. The triplicate shall

be kept as counterfoil at least for one year from the date ofissue, and shall be produced

for inspcction at any time within that period on demand by any Forest offtcer not belou'

the rank of a Forester.]
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(i. Passes for transport ol'Gorcrnntcnt timber and olher Forest produce.-
Passcs firr tr nsporl o1'(iovcrrrnrcnl timbcr and othcr forcst produce:, front a foresl to a

salc iltll,ri or ftilni onc siilc dcltot t,r atrothct or li()nt (lnc Phce l,t anotltct rr itllin thc

State shall bc iu ljomr V in quadruplicatc, and issucd b-l' thu- Range Officer, Depot

OlIcer or otlrcr Olllcer authoriscd by thc Divisional lrorcst Ollicer rl'ltether such timber
is uorked doun b1, Forest subordinates or by contractors cmployed by thc Forest

I)cpartnrent frrr thc purposc.

7. lssue of subsidiary pass book.-(l) Where any difficulty is experienced by

forest subordinates or contractors in moving in one consignment all the timber and other

forest produce covered by a single Form No. V pass, the Divisional Forest Officer may

issue to the subordinate on duty a numbered pass book, known as subsidiary pass book

in Form VI and shall at the sanre time authorise the Forest subordioate to issue one of
these as a subsidiary pass for each load or rafl. Form VI passes shall be in quadruplicate

and shall be printed on white paper. The original and the duplicate should accompany

each consignment of forest produce transported, the triplicate shall be sent to the Forest

Oflicer, who issued the main pass and quadruplicate kept as counterfoil. When the

produce is received in the depot, the Depot Oficer shall acknowledge the receipt offorest
produce in the duplicate copy indicating difference, if any, and retum the same to the

Forest Officcr who issued the main pass. These passes will take the place of the main
pass. The main pass shall however, be surrendered to the Depot Officeq along with the
subsidiary pass for the last consignment.

(21 Whcre any difficulty is experienced by consactors in moving in one consignmenr
all the timber and other lbrest produce purchased from covemment land and covered
by a Form Ill pass, the Divisional Forest officer may issue to his subordinate on duty a

nunrbered pass book. known as subsidiary pass book in Fonn IV after realising the
value ofthe pass book from the contractor concemed. and shall at the same timc authorise
the forest subordinatc to issue one ofthesc as a subsidiary pass lbr each load or raft. The
Form Vl passes for this purpose shall be in triplicate and shall be printed on yello\r
paper. The original should accompany each consignment of forest prroduce fansported
the duplicate shall be sent to the Forest officer who issued the Form III pass and the
triplicate kept as counterfoil.

(3) Passes in Form Vl shall have all the columns filled up by the foresr subordinatr'
and rhe passes shall be signed and daled by him. Every such pass shall bear the number
and datc ol'thc main pass under which it is granted.

8. Passes for removal of fuel. charcoal etc.- ( I ) passes for thc removal of '[fur-l
u'ood] charcoal. barnboos, reeds, incha and other foresl produce, purchased from
rcscn'ed lbrcsts or unrescncd (iovcmnrenl land on paymcrrt of'th., prcscribcd scignior

Subsliluled ridc Notification C-O. (P) No. 188i76/AD dated 24-ti- 1976 as S.R.O. No.9.17i76
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agc- fecs, shall trc in I'ornr Vll printc.d in triplicirte. ani.l shall be issuccl h1, thc Rangcolllccr o1' tlte-,ranre or ar)' orircr orliccr qrcciail1, aurrroriscd in rhis hchalf by thc
Consen'attrr of Forcsts. -I --" "J

(2) ln Divisions u'here transpon of reecrs is efrected by rand in head roads, head
load passes shall be issued in form \zilr u,hcncvcr nccessary. passes rbr hcad roads of
reeds slrall be in the form of tickcts printed on card board or otherwisc and shalr havc
the description of producc and valuc entered on thenr. in print, bcsidcs thc passes being
conseculively numbered, on both their right and lefl hand cdges in print and pcrforated
in the middle. Each pass shall be printed in the same denomination, namely for one
head load of thirty reeds valued at Rupee one only and shall be current or valid only for
any one day of24 hours.

(3) Fees paid as seigniorage for articles of minor forest produce including reeds
and bamboos shall not be refunded on any account.

9. Passes not to be valid if not duly filled up etc.- Passes issued underthese rules

shall not be valid unless all fte columns have been filled up and unless they have been duly
signed and dated. and in the case ofpasses issued by Forest Ofihcers unless also stamped

with the oflicial seal of the Forest Officer concerned and in the case of those issued by

merchants and others unless they are also stamped with their registered property mark.

10. Passes to accompany the timber of forest produce etc.- (l ) Passes issued

under these rules shall invariably accompany the timber and other forest produce which

is in transit and any vehicle carrying such timber or other produce shall be stopped for

inspection at all established Forest Watch Stations/F'orest Chccking Stations on the

routes and also when demanded by any Forest Officer in uniform so as to make it possible

for him to check the produce in transit'

(2) Il shall not bc lawful to take any timbcr or other forest produce by any route

ottrrituo that mentioned in thc Pass or to takc any timbel'or other forest produce off

;;.; ". 
river on thc prcscribed routes on which a watch station or checking station

ffi ;;;; pi*"a, with thc intention to evade the producrion of the article at the watch

,Oion o. rt 
""king 

station. The quantityof timber or forest produce must not be greater

#;;i#; irom that enrered in the pass and if it is less, the quanrity actualty

;;r;* ;; iim" st,ult be entered on the back of rhe pass and rhe entry signed and

ffi;;;;;.i..r,rng officer and the pass returned to the person producing ir ro cover

the forest produce durrng further transit'till it reaches its destination' provided thal thc

ffiffi;;Ittr Lr"r"a dies not exceed that entered in the pass and that the last removal

'r 
?tl"[j ti;in the time noted in the pass'

I l. Passes in gene ral and checking'- ( I ) A pass issued under these rules shall

no1 be for more than one unif oftransport' for exarnple' one raft' one cartload' one boat-

ffia:;; io'"v-lo'a' one *'agon-load' etc'



(1) A1l pesscs shirll ltt $ r.irrcn in inli or r:opl'ing pcntil ttsttrg carbon papct.

t--1 ) ( opic: (|l passcs prcscll'rctl lrt llresc rulrs t() br scnt trr thc f)ePtrt ()[ficcr.

Il.aner ()fllccr altj [)irlsi.lnrl []()lcst ()fllccr -chrll he d,'splrtchctl hY post or nlcssen{tr

q'rthin 14 hours of issue.

(4) Suppll ol'films ol subsrdian, passr"'s $,ill be on realisation of valuc that may bc

fixed b5, thc Govemlrcnt from titnc to tipic from thc pany at \\'hosc instancc such

passes arc issued.

15) All timber in transit must, for purposes of identification, bc slamped at both

ends. All timber covered by passes issued by Forest Officer shall be stamped with a

Govemment stamp. and all timbcr covered by passes issued by timber merchants shall

bc stamped with the property mark registered by him with the Divisional Forest Officer.

12. Propertv marks.- '[(l) The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests may, for

the purposes ofregistration ofproperty marks and the purposes incidental there to under

this rule. authorise any officer not below the rank ofan Assistant Conservator ofForests

working in a given ar€a to be an authorised officer (hereinafter referred to as the

"Competent Officer") for a given forest division. [n *re absence of Specific authorisation

by the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests under this sub-ruIe, the Divisional Forest

Officer concerned shall be the Competent Omcer for the said purposes.]

'[(lA)] Merchants or other Persons trading in timber may register their property

marks and it shall not be lawful to use any Property mark which has not been registered.

The application for registration of propcrty mark shall be submitted to the :[Competent

Otlicer] and shall contain the name of the Depo! trading licence No., if any, and thc

approximate quantity of timber which the applicant intends to deal with during the

financial yearand shall be accompanied by 25 impressions of the property mark. Thc
r[Competent Officer] shall cause necessary inquires being made about the antecedents

ofthe applicant and ifhe is satisfied that there is no objection in granting the propcrtl'
mark, may issue a certificate of registration in Form No. IX. A property mark registered

shall be valid only for the particular depot mentioned in the certifrcate ofregistation. lf
a timber trader runs Timber Depots in more than one place, he shall register his property
mark separately for each Depot at the Offices of the respective r[Competent Ofticers].
3[The registration shall be in force for a period offive years counting from the lst day of
April of the year of registration. A property mark registered or renerved under this rule

shall be diflerent for each Depotl.

Sub-rule ( I ) renumbered as sub-rule 1l A) and new sutr-rule ( I ) inserted by SRO No. 34gE0l6 dr. 17-
(X-2016. (s'.e.f. 10-0.1-2016).

The u'ords "Divisional Forest Ofllcer" and "Divisional Forcsr 0flicers" respr".clively be subsritutcd
by SRO No. 14&2016 dt. 2-lJ.W2Ol6. (w.e.f. 30-04-2016).

Substituted by G.O. ( MS) 33/96.rF and WLD daled. 28-3- 1996.

A Treatise on Forest Laws in Kerala
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1-hc Il('onrpctcnl ol t rccrl ttt;tr'. lirr r.:oltl ;rrrrl suliit.ie rrr rt. a\olrs to hc ret,ordcrl in
rir"ilins. canccl or susl)L-lld rr rcrristration 

-t:crtillcatr 
llrcrrrir, issuetl.

:It1.) -fhc-fce 
s {irr r.*1a,rr,,,,,r ()r rcr}t'\\.11 ol.proJ.rertl nrlrk lirr u ;rcriori of ljr.c r,ear:

or part thereof slrall trc rupecs l$,o thousand fivc, lrundrcd.]
(3) Thc propert)' trlark rcgislcrcd in orrc Divisiorr slrall bc honoured in all othcr

Di'isions' Impressions of a propcrty nrark rcgistered by a r[cornpett-nr orliccr] shall bc
fi,rnrishcd hy him to all othcr r[Cornperert oflrccrs] for i.rbn,ati.n. A rcgistcr of propcny
marks shall bc rnaintaitrcd in each Division containing lull particulars ol'all tlre rcgistercd
propeny marks in the State. In cascs of renewal, cancellation or suspension, thc Divisional
Forcst ofllcer doing so shall intimate thc fact ro all other r[competent officers] for
their information. It shall be open to any Forest Ofl'icer not belou,thc rank of a Forestcr
to inspect the timber yard or trading place of a timber tradcr. check the timber or the
accounts before or at any timc aflcr registration or renewal of his property rnark. Form
No. lV Pass Books printed on white paper shall be issued to those who have registered
their propcrty marks on realisation of prescrihed fees by the r[Compctent Officer]. The
issue ofpass book shall be regulated in such a way that the dealer shall not be in possession

of more than one book with him at a time. He shall issue passes strictly in the serial order. A
fresh book shall not be opened before the book in use has been completely exhausted.

(4) The r[Competent Officcr] may rcfusc registration or rencwal and cancel or
suspend registration or renewal ofany property mark if hc considers that the registration

or renewal of such property mark is detrimental to forest protection on account of the

posirion ofthe l)epot or ofthe antecedcnts ofthc applicant or that such propcrty mark

camtol be easi ly distinguished finm a Govemment mark or li"onr a property mak aheady rcgiSered'

or for other good and sufllcient reason rvhich shall in every casc, be placed on record by

him. Against such refusal, canccllation or suspension. an appeal shall lie, within 45

days from the date of receipt of thc ordcr of the r[Competcnt Oflicer]' to the Consen'a{or

ofiorests r[havingjurisdiction over thc arca] whosc dccision thereon shall be final.

13. Checking stations,-Thc Chief Conservator of Forests may, by notification in

tlre Cazette, op", ,i.* checking stations or close those in existence at any time and they

shall be considered as opened or closed, as the case may be, from the date ofpublication

of such notification in the Cazette'

l. The words' 'Divisional Forcst Ollicrr" and "[)ivisional lirrest 0{Iiccn" n:sprrtivell' bc sutrstittned

by SRO No. 34812016 dr' 2 i-04-2016. (u'.e.t-. 10-0'1-201 (l)

Substituted bY G.O. tN'lSt 'i3/96.4 and \\/LD dated.:8-l-l9s6

The rvords "Divisional Forcs t t)lilecr" suhstitrrtcd b1' Sl{( ) No. 3{8'2(ll6 dt. :7-(g-1016. 1* .e .1' -1(}-
2

4

04-20tb).
;;;;, SRo No 348/?{)t6 dt' 2?-0'l-2016' (rv'e'i l0-0'l-2016)
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14. Removal of obstruction of waterways.- (i) lf any tree falls or if any timber

sinks or lies floating in the rvater of any river, stream, canal, creek' or other channel' natural

or artificial, in suci-a manner as to obstruct the passage of boats or timber rafis' the person

in occupation of the ground where the tree was growing or the person in charge of the

timber which has ,unk o, lies floating shall within 24 hours cause the removal thereof.

(ii) Any person whose boat or timber raft is obstructed in its passage or any officer

of the Revenu., poti.", Public Works or Forest Departments may forthwith cause the

removal of any such obstruction and may report the fact to the nearest Magistrate having

jurisdiction, whose order as to the recovery ofexpenses thus incurred shall be final.

15. Obstruction of waterways.- It shall not be lawful to close or obstruct a

stream or river or channel or other waterway, natural or artificial, by throwing timber,

brushwood, stones or earth or any other material, or in any other manner So as to prevent

or obskuct the floating or rafting of timber or passage of boats. Such obstruction may be

removed by any Offrcer of the Forest, Revenue or Police Departments and the cost of
such removal shall be recovered from the person causing such obstnrction in addition to

any punishment to which he will be liable under rule 23.

16. Protection of timber on river banks etc.* All timber stored on the banls
of rivers, streams, canals, creeks and other channel, natural or artificial, or in places

which are liable to be flooded, shall be securely fastened by rope or chains to posts driven
securely into the ground or to Uees or other naturally secure holds, to prevent the timber
being floated away by the water.

17, Regulation of floating of timber.- Unless otherwise provided in any other
lau,relating to public canals and public ferries for the time being in force, the floating of
timber in rivers, streams, canals, creeks and other channels where it has to pass bridgeg
locks, or other public works shall be regulated as follows:

(a) Timber rafts shall not exceed 45 metres in length;

(b) Timber rafts shall not exceed in width one half of the narrowest span of any
bridge or one half-of the narrowest portion of any lock or other public works past rvhich
the timber has to be floated;

(c) A timber rafl which is being passed rhrough a bridge, lock or other public
works shall havc thc following number of able-bodied p..ronr in chargl of it:

Persons
for a rafl under 15 metres in length 

2
for a rall above 15 ntctrcs. but helos, l0 nretrcs 3
for a rafl above 30 metres, but belorv 45 nretrr,.s 1

(d) Thc persons in clrarge ol such rati shail. be suppried rvith suitable polcs of
suffrcient or othcr suitable appliances lor guiding the rafts:
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(e) No tu.o rafts shall be anchored abreast ofeach other;
1fl A tight shatt U
(s) Every ,i,,b.,:;ilp;[H;il.:J;';:*, 

ersewhere than rhrough any

Hr.:: ,l;:Lil.'n"' 
puutic wort<s ;.1,;,*;; iuu" ut reast one able bodied person in

l8' Powers of officers.- A, Revenue officers not berow the rank of Villageo{ficer' all Police officers not berow the rank oi a Head constable, alr Forest officers

::ra:lf""..rs 
in charge of bridees, to;; ;;;'rd public works shall have power to seize

(a) all timber stored in contravention of rule 16;
(b) all timber rafts untir reduced to proper dimensions prescribed in these rules;
(c) all timber rafts which are being floated in contravention of rule 17 until therequired conditions are fulfilleld and
(d) all timber which has caused damage to bridges, locks, or other public u,orks.l9' Report of oflicers.- The person making the seizure or detention under rulel8 shall, without deray, report the fact to the nearest Station House officer of police.

20. Disposar of Reports.- The Station House officer of police sha, thereuponreport the fact to the nearest Magistrate who may pass such orders on it as he may deem fit.
2r. Damages.- The amounl of damage caused shall be assessed by the pubric

works Division officer in whose charge the bridge or other public *ort ir, uut the chiefJudicial Magistrate of the district may revise th. urr"rr-"nt so made and his orderthereon shall be final.

22. Storing on and transport across private rand.- (l) Any officer of theForest Department may store timber or other forest produce wtricir is the property of theGovernment on private lands or transport such timber or other forett proari"" across suchland if such a step is necessary, and if any damage or loss is 
"urr.d 

uv ,r.r, storage ortransport, fair compensation shall be paid for the same.

(2) The compensation to be paid under sub-rule (l) shall be assessed by theDivisional Forest Officer.

23, Penalties.- ( I ) whoe'er commits any contravention of any of the provisions
of these rules shall on conviction by a Magistrate be punished u'ith imprisonment for aterm which may extend to six months or rvith a fine u'hich mai, extend to rupees fivc
hundred or both.
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IGRALA FOREST DEPARTMENT

FORM No. I
[See Rule 3 (2)]

Applicetion for clearance order for the export of Forest Produce

I. Name and address ofthe person/company exporting forest
produce :

2. Name of produce.

3. Description of logs - Log No. length x girth Cubical
contents, (As it is originally stored at the time offansport).
In *re case ofother forest poduce, please give the quantity :

4. Mark for identification :

5. Whence obtained-Place, depot or range, division and State:

6. How obtained - Sale fiom Government Departrnent/private

Depot/from private land (Name and also Survey No. in
the case ofprivate lands to be specified) :

7. (a) If the log has been reshaped or otherwise converted
details of conversion and reference to item No. of
conversion register

Form I

(2) In cases where any offence was committed after nraking preperation l0r

resistance to the executi"r',ir r"l, r.", or any legal process ot-yh:t: the offender has

been previously convictJ of u iif" offen"e, the convicting Magistrate may impose

double the penalty specified in sub-rule (l).

(b) Number and date of sale conhrmation order/propeny
mark registration

Form lll pass Yellow/sale deed (enclosed in original

CASE NOTE

An order ol conhscation of lorry cannot be passed for violation of Forest Produce

Transit Rules. 1975 (Kerala) - For transporting the teak poles, which.are. found to be not the

property of the Govemment, without any'valia permit or pass as required under Rule 3(i)(iiil

of the Rules, rhe maximum penaity thai can be imposed on the person who has violated the

rule is imprisonment for a jeriod of six months or with fine which may extend to Rupees

Five hundred or both, by a magisEate on conviction of the accused therein. And there is no

question of passing an order of confiscation of the lorry for violation of the, above rules.

Therefore, the order of confiscation of the lorry passed by the Authorised Officer and the

judgement passed by tlre Appellate Authority, confirming the order of confiscation are clearly

illegal and passed withoutjurisdiction. The orderandthejudgementoftheAppellateAuthori$
are therefore quashed as illegal and passed without jurisdiction. [Bhargavan Ys. Divisional

Forest Olficer, 19% ICA 222s : 1994 (1) KLT 291

with a coPY)
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Forest and Wildlife (B) Department

NOTIFICATION

G.O.(P)No. I 6/2024lF&\\'LD Dated,Thiruvananthapuram, 30'h September, 2024
l4th Kanni, 1200

8'f Aswina, 1946

S. R. O. No. A7712021

In exercise of the powers conferred by sections 39,40 and 76 of thc Kerala Forest Act, l96l (4

of 1962), the Govemment of Kerala hereby make the following rules further to amend the Kerala

Forest Produce Transit Rules, 1975 issued under G.o.(P) No.349/75lAD dated 22',d November, 1975

and published as S.R.O.No.76l76 in the Kerala Gazette No.3 dated 20'h January, 1976, namely:-

This is a digitauy si8ned Gazette.

Authenticity may b€ verified through https //compose kerala gov in/
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Rulcs

I. Short title und connrencenre,,l. - ( I ) These rulcs may bc callcd thc Kcrala Forest Producc Transit

(Amcndmcnt) Rules. 2024.

(2) They shall comc into forcc at once.

2. Anrendnent of the Rules.- In the Kerala Forest Produce Transit Rules, 1975,-

(l ) in rule 2, in clause (b), after the words "these rules" the words "or a Form as per National Transit

Pass System" shall be inserted.

(2) in rule 3, in clause (iii) of s'ub-rule (l), the following words shall be added at the endj namely:-

"or Transit Pass or No Objection Certificate issued through online National Transit Pass

System. The Transit Pass or No Objection Certificate shall be issued by a person duly authorized under

these rules or as per the online National Transit Pass System. The Transit Pass or No Objection

Ce*ificate issusd as per the National Transit Pass System shall also be valid within the State of
Kerala."-

(3) in rule 5, in sub-rule (l),-

(i) after the words "printed on red paper" thc words "or as per National Transit Pass System"

shall be inserted;

(ii) after the words "merchants ofolhcr states" thc words and symbols "or as pcr National Transit

Pass System, as the case nray be," shall be inserted.

(4) in rule I I, in sub-rule (2), after the words "All passes shall be" the words "as per National Transit

Pass Systern or" shall be inserted.

(5) in rule 12, in sub- rule (lA), the following proviso shall be inserted, namely:-

"Provided that in the case of timber traders of Kallai region in Kozhikode district, the application for

registration of property mark submitted to the competent officer shall contain the information relating

Thrs is a digitally signed C8zette
Aulhenticity may b. verifici through https://compose kerala.gov_id ffi
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rr thc depol or the land obtained from private party or Government by paying user fee.".

By ordcr of thc Govcmor,

K R JYOTHILAL
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY

Explanatory Note

(This does not form part ofthe notification, but is intended to indicate its general purport.)

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Govemment of India has developed

National Transit Pass System which provides seamless issuance oftransit pass and helps in monitoring

and keeping records of transit permits for inter- state and infia-state transportation of timber, bamboo

and other forest produce. The online National Transit Pass System envisages a hassle free movement,

especially inter-state movement, of timber, bamboo and other forest produce. The National Transit Pass

' System which adheres to "One Nation One Pass" principle, put an end to the requirement of in lieu

passes' at intermediate State borders. The Kerala Forest Produce Transit Rules, 1975 mandates the

issuance of passes under the said rules for import, export and transport of timber and other forest

produce. For effective functioning of the National Transit Pass System, it is necessary to amend the

said rules by incorporating provisions for validating the transit pass or No Objection Certificate

generated through the National Transit Pass System within the State of Kerala.

As per G.O.(Ms) No.2762lAgri. dated 26.11.1955 which was followed in Malabar region,

'information relating to the locality' alone was required to be mentioned while applying for property

mark. Sub-rule (l A) of rule 12 of the Kerala Forest Produce Transit Rules, 1975 makes it mandatory

that application for registration ofproperty mark shall contain the name of the depot also.

As per G.O.(Ms)No.47l2Ol4lF&WLD. dated 28.05.2014, Government have accorded sanction to

Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Protection) for granting/renewing the property mark

registration to the timber traders of Kallai in Kozhikode subject to the conditions that a maximum of

two applications for Property Mark Registration (renewing/fresh) shall be entertained in one sawmill

compound and that the registration shall be liable to be cancelled as and when the consent given by the

sawmill owner is revoked. Permissions were granted as per this order, to those timber traders who have

no depot of their own to stock timber. However timber merchants in Kallai still face difficttlty to get

property mark since village certificate cannot be obtained for more than two traders for sawmill

compound.

The timber traders of Kallai traditionally keep timber logs in the river banks. They keep their logs

near to the river banks without obstructing the water course by giving code and serial n'.tmber under the

BFIrI*g
lhi{i'Tr-ld

ffifl#
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guidance of Moopans (timber supervisors). Hence they remained ineligible for propeny mark in spA

of the above Govemrnent Order, because of the limited number of sarvrnills in the vicinity.

The representations from the timber traders of Kallai were considered by Govemment and to

resolve the issues faced by them, Govemrnent have decided to bring the required amendment to protect

this traditional industry.

The Government have decided to amend the Kerala Forest Produce Transit Rules, 1975 for the

above said purposes.

The notification is intended to achieve the above object.
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