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ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT & FORESTS

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, dated the October, 2022

- In exercise of the powers conferred by sections

41 and 42 of the Indian Forest Act, 1927 (XVI of 1927), read with the
notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs No.
69/49/50-AN dated 7.11.1951 and in supersession of notification No. 4
of 1966, No. 50 of 1981, No. 81 of 2004, No. 219 (A) of 2007 and No. 329
of 2015, the Licutenant Governor, Andaman and Nicobar Islends is
plcased to make the following Rules, namely:

1

2

4

(a)

(b)

These Rules may be called the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Forest Produce Transit Rules, 2022.

These Rules shall come into force with cffect from the date of its
publication in the official gazctte.

In these Rules, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or

context:

(a)

(b)
(c)

(e)

M-

“Forest Produce” means Forest Produce as defined in the Indian
Forest Act, 1927 (XVI of 1927).

“Islands” mcans Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

“Make Shift Unit (MSU)” means units tnit are permitted to
opcratc and convert round timber pursuant to the Hon'ble
Supreme Court order dated 21.11.2008 in LA. No. 2208 of 2007
in W.P. (C) No. 202 of 1995.

«Timber” means ‘timber’ as defined in the Indian Forest Act, 1927
(XVI of 1927). .
“Sawing” with its grammatical variations and cognate expression
means opcration of sawing, cutting, converting, fashioning or
scasoning wood and includes preservation and treatment thereof
cither by mcchanical process with the aid of electrical or
mechanical power or by manually operated saws;

‘words and cxpressions used but not defined in these Rules but
" defined in the Indian Forest Act, 1927 (XVI of 1927), shall have
(the meanings respectively assigned to them in that Act.

These Rules shall apply to Forest Produce fro
Andaman and Nicobar Islands which are import :
by any of the routes into, from or within the boundaries ©
Islands. ‘

() Within the limits of the areas specified
conceal any timber or wood or other forest produce. ‘

m any source within the
d, exported or moved
f the said

in Rule 3,.n0 person shall

i

T

Sy
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(M\/No Forest Produce shall be moved into, from orwithin the 1y

% A
n the Form ‘A

ransil pass i
of a transit P ‘
except under cover | . crment of tie it
annexed from an Officer of the Forest Dep,mi by the Di rank g
(. 3 o A
thorized by the Divisigy,
! : above duly au , al
a Forest Guard and L meangil Puse
Forest Officer to 1sSUC the same OrF eclectronic hlanlbn Pc.lhﬁ/NU
oy ' ational Transit Pagg
Objection Certificate gcneratcd through Nd“‘”;d € ‘LL\ Puasy
: (o gecordance wWilh :
Syitem (NTPS) or otherwise than 10 accordan e
BoneL e i pige p;\lSS.l in log or gawn lorm is strictly )
i - out-of Islands i :
() Removal of timber
prohibited. .
(d) lssue of transit pass within the o burt bullress "
viz. Marblewood Chooi, Satinwood and also B i
3 ’ - rmission ol the
Padauk is strictly prohibited unless covered by pel mlss; o
Principal Chief Conservator ol Forests, Andaman and Ncobx
Islands: .
: i imber or - lorest
(e) Any person desirous of transporting [lmb(..lﬂ or othel -
produce shall apply to the Divisional Forest Olficer concel ljcc . ol
issue of transit pass or to generate Transil Pass/N() .Ob_](.‘(_ll()ﬂ
Certificate through NTPS. The applicant shall indicate the
species, size and quantity of each category of timber or othel
forest produce and also the source of origin ol such timber or
other forest produce and documentary prool in support thereol.
He should also specify in the application the purpose ol
shipment, route and destination thereof. Application lor issue of
transit pass to cover shipment of forest produce other than
P p p

timber out of the Islands shall be submitted at least 15 days
before the date on which shipment is desired.

() The Divisional Forest Officer, on receipt ol application lor
issue/generation of transit pass/ No Objection Certilicate (NOC)
in the manner prescribed in Sub-Rule (¢) of Rule 4 above, shall
cause enquiry, as expeditiously as possible, to ascertain the
source of origin of the timber or other forest produce for which
transit pass/NOC has been applied for. On completion ol
enquiry, if the Divisional Forest Officer or his representutive is

islands for Ornamental umber

s.ausﬁed that ‘here is nothing due to the Government (or the
tlmbc?r or other forest produce in question and source of origin ol
the timber or other forest produce is in order, he shall arrange

for issue of Trarsit Pass or to get the Transit Pass/NOC
generated through NTPS,

(g) Tran§it Pass/NOC shall be issued on working days during
wo.rkmg hours except at the igvharl's/ports or other areas l?b
exigency as deemed expedient by the Divisional Forest ()l'l’i;:r i
Pubhc interest only alter the timber, in round or sawn l'ur:\ ‘.“‘
impressed with the registered property mark of the shipper \'nhl
the Government hummer mark, in the manner as provided Lll:d (
Rule 9. ¢

(h) f\l] timber in respect of which a transit pass/NOC has been
issued by the officers of the Forest Department shall bear u
Government hammer mark., While issuing the Transit Pass
detailed description of the produce, the property hammer marks
and Government hammer mark borne on the timber, both in case

of logs and sawn timber, shall be recorded in the transit pass
itself.
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duee other than timber 1o

{ of forest pre !
shall be jugued in

Iy the Cise of alipmen
en of the (ransit pass

muin\nnd ports, (B copt
he fallowing nnnner
(1 st copy 10 he petpined an o

in the office ol 1asuc,
() geeond copy 10 e piven 10 (he owner of the forest produce.

(fice copy which shall be kept

(i) Third copy 0 be piven 10 the Govt Nepot officer on the
maintand.
liv) Fourth copy o

nllowed without an

he piven Lo (he carrier (DO ghipment shall be
s pive

y valid transit pass by the Lransporting

apency).
(jy The {ransit pas
Siates concerned th

s holders ghall abide by the (ransit Rules of the
rough or 10 which the forest produce 18

wransported.
(k) The timber or otl
any forest officer of the Andaman a

when required 1o do so.
iy Fees for (ransit passes/NOC in respect of different items of forest

produce moved into or from or within the [slands may be levied
in accordance with ratcs as may be prcscr?bcd by the principal
Chiefl Conscrvator of Forcsts, Andaman and Nicobar Islands [rom
fime to time. 1t shall be within the competence of the Principal
Chief Conscrvalor of Forests, Andaman and Nicobar [slands
subject 10 the approval of Govt, 10 regulate the movement of

certain kinds of forest produce in short supply from the Islands.
[ all forcst produce into, within and from the

ntrol of the principal Chief Conservator of

Jer forest produce in transit may pe checked by
nd Nicobar Forest Department

The import and cxport 0
1slands, is subject to the co
Forests, Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Any person importing, cxporting or moving forest produce into, from
or within the |slands or any person in nossession oOr charge of forest
producc in (ransit, shall producc the transit pass/NOC (referred to in
Rule 4) on demand by any Forest Officer or Police Officer.

(a) Al forest produce 1o which thesc Rules apply, and any cattle cart,
ther vessel suspected to carrying the same shall

vehicle, hoat or o
any lForest Officer within the [slands for

e liahle 1o sloppage by
the purpose of examination and cheek.

(h) Any sum due and payable 1o the Forest Departmen
and Nicobar lslands, on such forest produce shall be realised at

t, Andaman

(he pearest Forest Office
(c) Any forest produce nol covered by @ Lransit pass refe
Gub-Rule (D) of Rule 4 together with boats, carts, vehicles or
eanttle, other modes of transport, ifany carrying the same or any
other forest produce which is concealed in
liable to selzure
| in the

rred to in

Limber, wood or
contravention ol Gul-Rule (i) of Rule 4, shall be
and dealt with further under the provisions containec
Indian Forest Act, 1027 (XVI of 927 and any cattle seized in
1his connection shall he liable to be impounded,

icipal limits of Port

(dy For movement of sawn tmber within the naun
ich has been

Blair challan isuucd by o dealer/saw mill owner wh
sional Forest Officer concerned may

H]')pr(:vul for use by the 1ivi
ges of these rules.

be treated as transil pass for the purpo
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| 4

mber from Government Saw Millg {
)

sawn ti
ant of sawn P : he
e) For movcm‘f;sued for the purpose by the Government s,y Mill
Gate Pass l-[Cd as Transit Pass within the Andaian g, Nicoly,,
.Cq
may be Uee of these Rules.

. the UI‘POSC 3
lSlan:S ﬁ:t Ofﬁcper who has seized any lorest produce under Ry,
ore !

8 (a) Any

7ShT“.n-1(:diatC]y issue a written notice (o the owner of sucl,
m 5

0 forest produce, or if the .owner'is unknown, (o the r,.'crsun.
incharge or possession of such lorest produ.c *.al the l‘ulnc U’.
seizure, calling upon him to produce P“-’Oll 0'1 lh‘fl‘)“!:’.“l ol
the forest produce and his title thereto within thxrt.y d*flys
from the date of issue of such written notice, a copy ol which
shall be pasted on a Notice Board at the Forest Office; and

Subnmiit a seizure report in Form ‘B’ herelo annexed without

delay to the Magistrate having jurisdiction to try the olfence

on a;count of which the seizure has been mude.
(a) Any person dealing in timber [ashioned or unlashioned shall
register with the Divisional Forest Officer concerned a property
mark which, after approval by the Divisional Forest Officer and
on payment of fees prescribed by the Chiel Conservator of Forests
(Territorial) concerned, shall be registered in the Divisional
Forest Office. The property mark so registered shall remain valid
for 3 calendar years ending on the 31+ December, of the year
subject to renewal as required under Sub-Rule (g) hereunder.
Provided that the Divisional Forest Olficer, may at his discretion
and at any time require the return of such registered property
mark and replacement of the same by a [resh property mark duly
approved by him.

(b) In addition to provisions of Sub-Rule (a) above, the Make Shift
Unit, shall abide by the following procedure for obtaining transit
pass.

(i) The property hammer for a Make Shilt Unit shall e
registered and certificate of registration issued only on the
condition that the owner maintains a register in prescribe|
form (Form D) for running ol the unit and complies with (he
instructions issued in (hjs regard by (he Principal Chier
(;onserva}tor of Forests, Andaman and Nicobar Islands [rom
time to time. A monthly abstract of (ota] quantity ol timber
accepted for conversion and the (ota] quantity and variety of
end products/ sawn timber with balance of unconverted

stock in hand shal] be submitted (o the concerned Divisiona]
Forest Officer.,

(i) The Make Shift Unit owner shall see (hat (i) the roung
timber, sawn timber and wood waste s properly stacke|

(i1

9

stock taking; (ii) logs for sawing should not be accepted in
the unit unless it bears properly marks and js covered by «
forest transit pass. For the purpose of this condition w) the
logs lying in the Make Shilt Unit or its premises will e
considered as the timber in custody of the Make Shif Unit
owner for sawing or conversion; (iii) timber which does not
conform to the requirements o.l‘ condition (ii) shall no( e
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aceepted [op
timbey shall

L
<

(i)
(iv)

: : s of Sub-
Mporting tmber o Sub-Rule |

d , » the persons
dealing § . -t produce into the [g

‘caling in the same shall abide by the following pr Sdands nd
() Any person desir g procedure,
shall apply in th ’rest produf:e
Cm‘lRCl’Vator to the Chief

N ; granting the
! ecn) days

which shipment of timber is exp)ecte}c; "t:iioar:h tt};]ee ?:taen;):
The applicant shall indicate the specie's, size and quantity o.f
ca.c\? category of timber or forest produce and the source of
OMRIN of such timber or forest produce with documentary
prool in support thereof. He should also specify in the

application the purpose of import, route and destination
thercof,

ous of importing timber/ fo
¢ form prescribed in Form ‘C
of Forests (Territorial) for

(i) The Chicel Conscrvator of Forests (Territorial)

on receipt of
applic

ation sccking permission for import of timber or forest
produce, if satisficd that there is nothing objectionable to

the import of the said timber or forest produce shall grant
the permission,

(iii) The applicant importing the timber or other forest produce
1o Andaman & Nicobar Islands shall abide by the Transit
Rules of the states/country through or from which the
timber or other forest produce is being imported;

Persons cngaged in import of timber or other forest produce

and its rctail sale or use locally shall be required to maintain

a rccord of receipt of timber or other forest produce and its

disposal in the form prescribed in Form E and w'ill be

required to submit a monthly return of the stock of timber

to the Divisional Forest Officer concerned. ‘ .

(v) Persons cngaged in import of timber and its retail salce1
should have a permanent depot properly wallled. C)r"ferlce,-l
and duly approved by the Divisional Forest Ofﬁcer.cli)(ljspclstz
of l.'nnbc:r shall be permitted only [rom such ap%rovweithi:p thé
yremiscs of such persons :

‘opcn Lo inspcction at any Li;’nc-: b:/ a:)}(’j‘.flc::is:n‘;fi‘rctz; by, S0Ef

(vii) For sale of timber or olhcll -1?16;0:1( Sy -approved and
persons,  cash mcmo/bi

(iv)
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(d)

Divisional Forest Officer coneern,,

ated by the
shall be used.
(viii) The forest pro

V/ under the cov

Certificate issued t !
o be valid

authentic
Jiice moved into, from or within the ifgl"““\s
er of Electronic Transit Pass/ ’l\f() ()l.;qulm‘
hrough online National . Iransit Pasy

gystem shall als in the whole ol Andaman &

N)ilcobar Islands.
In addition to provisions O
engaged in use of sawn timber or? 2 e
for manulacture of furniture or other items S

following procedure.

(i) Any person engaged in
of timber or other [ore
get his unit registered wit
having jurisdiction over the FonE

(i1) A property hammer mark for the furniture o
unit using sawn timber as a raw material shall b
registered with the Divisional Forest Olficer cgncc.rncd
and property mark shall be affixed on all the [urnituare
and items manufactured there from the said unit/mart.

(iii) Persons engaged in manulacture ol furniture or items ol
timber or other forest produce shall be required (o

maintain a record of receipt ol timber
consumption in the lorm prescribed in

(a) above, the persons

[ Sub-Rule
forest produce

vood or other
all abide by the

manufacture of furniture oriems
material shall

st produce as raw
st Olheer

h the Divisional [Fore
area concerned.
mart or other

or other forest
produce and its
Form F and an annual return showing the abstract ol
total quantity of sawn timber or other lorest produce
received and total quantity of [urniture or other inems
produced, sold and balance in stock shall be submitted
to concerned Divisional Forest Ollicer.

(iv) The number and type ol saws used in the furniture mart
or unit shall be declared to the Divisional Forest Officer
at the time of registration or at the time ol subsequent
renewals.

(v) The saws used in the [urniture mart should be
exclusively for the purpose ol manulacture of furniture
or other items and shall not be used lor sawing/re-
sawing of any log or sawn timber nol belonging to the
furniture mart or not meant lor manulacture ol any item,

. in the said furniture mart or unit. -

(vi) The raw materials (timber or other forest produce) stored
and Fhe furn'iture or items manulactured and the
::-agohcigi;rz :;‘Sl}r;noillemcnmﬂn Lh.t.‘ pl:cmiscs or workshop

room ol the furniture mart/ unit and

the recor . :
ds sﬁall be open Lo inspection at any time by
any forest officer, )

Only registered furniture m
furniture ang other
units by using timbe
cover of the bills dy|
Divisional Forest Gf

(vii)
. arts will be authorized to sell
items manufactured by the said
ror other forest produce under the

Y approved and authenticated by the
ficer concerned.
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(e) Al timber, imported of mov
Islands shal

addition (o

¢d into, or within the limits of the
I be marked with a registered property mark in
i a Government Hammer mark as required under Rule
A (). Timber found without a registered property mark

Government Hammer G&Tln e

! . mark shall be liable to detention and
:\f.\/.\ue for enquiry under the provision of Rule 8,
- The Divisiona) Forest Officer ma
PErson Lo register more th

N twva such marks shall h
(R} A contifie

y athis discretion permit any one

an one property mark, provided that

ave identical design.
ale of registration showin

Divisional Fovest Officer and dul
o the owner of 4 properly m

anually 1o the Divisional
renewal,

g the design approved by the
y registered shall be furnished

ark. Certificate must be returned
Forest Officer for the purpose of

(h)

The Divisional Forest Officer, may, in consultation with the
Deputy  Commissioner  of the District

‘ provide for the
establishiment and regulation of check posts or depots at which
forest produce shall he stopped for examination or for the

payment of dues thereof or in order that Government Hammer
marks may be affixed to the same.
10 (a) There sh

all be no closing or obstructing of any river or stream or
channel or the bank of any river, stream or channel used or
capable of being used for the transit of forest produce nor shall
)

ere be any stoppage of navigation on such rivers, streams and
channels for such transit.

(b)  The Deputy Commissioner of the District may order any person
who by any act of ncgligence, has caused such closure or
obstruction or stoppage o remove the same within a time to be
specified in writing and on the expiry of such period, may cause

the obstruction to be removed at the cost of the person to whom
such notice has been issued.
1152(3)

Any person contravening any of the provisions of these Rules
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may
cxtend o six months or with fine which may extend to Rs. 500/-
or with both.

Penaltics which arce double of those mentioned in Sub-Rule (a)
may be inflicted in casecs where the offence is committed after
sm‘mcl and before sunrise or after preparation for resistance to

lawful authority or where the offender has been previously
convicted of a like offence.

12 Repeal and savings: ‘
(A) The Andaman and Nicobar Islands Forest Produce Transit

Rules, 1966 is hereby repealed.

(b) The repeal of the said Rule shall not affect:

(i) thc previous operations of the said Rule so repealed or
anything duly donc or suffered thex'eundt?r; or

(1) an.y right, privilege, obligation or liability acquired or
incurred under the said Rules; or ‘ t

(iiijany investigation, legal procedure or rt.:mc.dy ml'resiyl)ietc
nf. which such right, privilege, obl'lgatlon, ia Sucyh,
forfeiture or punishment as aforesaid on anya o

investigation, legal procceding  or remedy may
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inued or enforced and any such penaliy

instituted, cont
be imposed as il this Rule

forfeiture or pu
had not been repealed.

nishment may

By order and in the name ol the Lt. Governor

Commissioner cum Secretary (Environment & [forests)
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